12 Days of Festive
Activities
We wish you all a
very Merry Christmas
From all at
Scouts Scotland .

1. Random act
of kindness
Can you help others?
Carry out a random act of kindness for someone you care about.
This could be a sister, brother, grandparent, neighbour, your
mum, dad, carer, or yourself! Your act of kindness is up to you,
but we’ve given you some ideas below:
• Tell someone you know your favourite thing about them
• Bake something for a member of your family
• Help cook dinner for your household
• Donate something to charity (maybe some toys or clothes that are no longer needed)
• Donate some food to a local Food bank
• Carry out a litter pick of your local area
• Send a handwritten letter to someone you care about. (This means you are a Wellbeing
Champion! Find out more: here)
• Pick up an extra chore - like hoovering the house or washing the car
• Teach someone a new skill
• Make a kindness rock with a positive message and leave it on your street / park for
others to see
• What about being kind to yourself? Can you think of things you can do today to be
kind to yourself?
• How about making a bird feeder to hang up for the local birds? Check this one out:

2. Christmas
scavenger hunt
What can you find?
To carry out our Christmas scavenger hunt, you will need this check
sheet or you can take a selfie with each item as a record. Please
make sure you take an adult with you to make sure you’re safe. Can
you find the whole list?

• Chirtsmas tree

• Polar bear

• Jingle bells

• Wreath

• Snowball fight (be
creative if there’s
no snow)

• Fairy lights

• Santa

• Reindeer

• Festive hot
chocolate

• Snowman

• Holly bush with
red berries

• An elf sat on a
shelf

If you can’t find some of the items, you can always get creative by
drawing or creating a sculpture from things you have at home or
find along the way.

3. A winter warming
hot chocolate recipe
Let’s get cooking!
Please make sure you have an adult helping you out. This recipe may
contain allergens, make sure you check the ingredients list and make
any substitutions you need to.
Ingredients
250ml milk
Hot chocolate powder (to taste)
25g dark/plain/ or milk chocolate, plus extra chopped / grated for serving
Squirty or whipped cream
Dash of vanilla extract (optional)
Sprinkles (optional)
Marshmallows (optional)
Sprinkle of cinnamon (optional)

Method
Step 1 - heat the milk, chocolate powder, and chocolate in a small pan. This needs to be
over a medium heat until steaming and the chocolate is melted (do not let the chocolate
burn on the bottom of the pan, so keep it moving!)
Step 2 - whisk to make sure it is mixed well and add in the vanilla and cinnamon (optional)
Step 3 - pour into a sturdy mug. Be careful not to spill
and scald yourself. Ask an adult to help you if you need to.
Step 4 - add cream to the top with the grated chocolate,
sprinkles and marshmallows (All optional)
Step 5 - Enjoy! But be careful, it’ll be hot!

4. Build a snowman
Let’s get creative!
Can you build a snowman? This would be a great challenge to
do by yourself or within your group, but from the comfort of your
own homes. Maybe your leadership team could include this at your
next group meeting? If not, you can still have fun taking on this
challenge!
We may not have any snow so you might need to get ultracreative! What do you have around the house that you could make
a snowman out of?
Will you give him a carrot for a nose and a flippy floppy hat?
Once he is built, give him a name and think of a story to go with
him ready to share with others.

5. Make a Christmas
wreath
Let’s get creative!
Can you make a natural wreath? Scavenge what you can from your
garden and local area. Be mindful of your environment - we should
never take things off living trees. How big and colourful can you
make yours?
Not sure where to start? Here’s some ideas:
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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Collect and
forage natural
items from your
local area.

Long thin twigs,
which are bendy
without snapping, are
the best. Twist them
together and make
them into a circle.
The more twigs that
are tangled together
help with adding the
decorations.

Collect holly with
red berries to
add some colour
to your wreath.
Twist them into
the twigs on the
wreath

Collect and forage
for leaves and
green sprigs of
pine to add into
the twigs on your
wreath
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You can add
Christmas tree
decorations like
small baubles or
paper snowflakes

Hang your
finished wreath.
Your front door
is a great place
to show it off!

6. Make some

tree decorations
Let’s get creative!
Today we’re going to make some festive tree decorations! You can
be creative as you like with this one, but we’ve given you some
ideas below to get you started:
Using what you have around your home is a great way to do this.
What can you recycle and make into a decoration? You could
use some old wool to make a pompom or make a 3D star from
cardboard?
Or how about turning your tree into a memory bank? Get all the
members of your household to add a picture, quote or short poem
of their favourite memory from 2020 to hang from the tree. This is
something you’ll be able to look back on happily in years to come.

7. Decorate some

gingerbread people
Let’s get cooking or creative!
Look for an exciting and tasty recipe for gingerbread people. There
are loads of recipes to be found. Find one that works for you. You
can look on the internet, a cookbook or ask a friend or relative with
a secret recipe.
Alternatively if baking is not for you, how about drawing some
gingerbread people or even a gingerbread house.
Can you decorate them to look fun? Maybe you can decorate one to
have neckie!

8. Start a new
tradition
Let’s get creative!
Creative ideas to start a new tradition with your family. We have
given you some examples to help you along the way.
• Start a kindness jar. Every family member writes a note for the
jar that is read out at the end of the week around a family meal.
• Have the same meal on the same day every week. This could be
a Sunday roast or pizza Tuesdays.
• Take a daily or weekly family walk in the fresh air.
• Plan a monthly pyjama and movie night.
• Board game nights. Every week a different family member brings
a board game to play.
• We take so many pictures these days. You could spend an
evening sharing the photos you’ve taken over the last month
with your family.

9. Woodland walk
Let’s get active!
Head out for a woodland walk or a ramble around your local area.
It’s always great to get some fresh air. Which trees do you think
look the most like Christmas?
You can tell a lot about a tree from looking at the leaves which they
produce. You can use the Leaf Guesser sheet (follow link below) to
learn more about some of the trees in your local area while out on
your walk.
Check out the sheet here:

10. How do others

celebrate Christmas
Let’s find out something new!
Have you ever wondered how others celebrate Christmas?
Spend some time researching how people from different nationalities
spend their Christmas.
Do Australians really have a BBQ instead of a turkey? Does Costa
Rica decorate their houses with beautiful tropical flowers? Make a
poster with what you’ve found out. Maybe you could also sample
some foods from other nationalities?

Merry
as
m
t
s
i
r
Ch

11. Create next years
Christmas cards
Let’s Get creative!
It is never too early to start thinking of next Christmas! Get creative
by using the cards you’ve received this year. Recycle them and
create new ones! Or maybe even send them last minute ones to
people that you had forgotten about!
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12. Can you find the
North Star
Let’s head outside!
In the Northern Hemisphere, one star currently is always a constant for us. This
is the star we call the North Star, or Polaris to give it its official scientific name.
The North Star gets its name because it is positioned almost exactly above our
North Pole.
Wherever you are in the Northern Hemisphere, on a clear night you will be able
to see the North Star. The star constellation of Ursa Major (also known as the
Great Bear) helps us to be able to find it. Within this constellation, the famous,
pan-shaped pattern of stars known as ‘the Plough’ can be found.
Find the plough by looking for the four bright stars that mark the pan’s ‘bowl’,
and the three stars that mark the ‘handle’. Look at the picture below to help you.
Now imagine a straight line passing up through the two stars on the pan that
are farthest from the handle. If you continue this line until you find a rather bright
star, this will mean you have found the North Star! The North Star is part of
another constellation called Ursa Minor (also known as little bear). Again, the
diagram below will be able to help you.
Ursa Minor

Polaris
(The North Star)

‘Handle’

The Plough

‘Bowl’

